
 

 

 

Basic rules for applying with an IB to the Danish system 

There are many things to take into consideration when choosing your subjects and levels in 
the IB Diploma Programme. Below you will find a brief description of some of the facts 
regarding admission to the Danish system. If you have any questions please feel free to 
contact the Guidance Counselor from Studievalg.  

 

Requirements of further education in Denmark 

The general entrance requirement for applying to Further Education in Denmark is a passed 
Upper Secondary Education, i.e. the IB Diploma. IB certificates or “Course Results” i.e. 
without an awarded diploma, are not accepted as grounds of admission to university. 
Besides this general requirement, many programmes have certain specific requirements 
such as language proficiency or certain subjects passed at specific levels, for instance 
mathematics at B-level. In a few programmes certain grades in specific subjects are 
required, and sometimes a minimum total number of IB points is needed in order to be 
considered for a place.  

Example: If you wish to apply for Medicine, which is taught only in Danish in DK, you 
would need to fulfill the following requirements (with the Danish High School levels 
mentioned): Danish A, English B, Mathematics A, Physics B and Chemistry B. ’A’ equals HL, 
’B’ equals SL and ’C’ equals studies in most cases. 

You have to fulfill the specific requirements of a given programme in order to be qualified 
to apply for admission. If you don’t fulfill the requirements, your application will be rejected 
regardless of your other qualifications.  

Conversion from IB: The specific requirements and the conversion from IB levels to the 
Danish subjects can vary from programme to programme and from institution to 
institution, which is why it is extremely important that you check the requirements with the 
individual admissions offices of the (types of) programmes you might be interested in. For 
instance; if you have an idea that you could be interested in studying some form of 
Business Studies, please check what the relevant institutions require for most of their 
programmes or for a specific programme you already have considered. 

You can also begin by looking up the specific requirements (the Danish High School levels) 
at www.ug.dk. Please type the title of the further education programme in the search 
field and look for the headline ’Adgangskrav’ in the programme article.  

If you discover that you lack a certain level or an entire subject in order to apply for a 
place at a given programme there is a possibility of supplementing via the so-called GSK 
(short for supplementary courses) after finishing your IB. Unfortunately these courses are 
currently only taught in Danish. The schools providing GSK from time to time offer classes 
taught in English under a different set of rules, so please contact the schools directly if 
relevant. Please see www.kvuc.dk, www.brock.dk or 
http://www.adgangskursus.dtu.dk for more information.  

 



 

 

 

Application via www.optagelse.dk 

Applications to further education in Denmark are with very few exceptions coordinated 
centrally. Thus, prospective students do not apply directly to the individual institutions, but 
through the national admission website: www.optagelse.dk. The website opens on 1 
February. The deadline for applications is 15 March at 12 noon. Applicants can apply for up 
to 8 different programmes at a time, among those the same programme at several 
educational institutions, or several programmes at the same institution. You need to 
prioritize your choices. You will receive a maximum of one offer. If you are not admitted to 
any of your prioritized programmes, you will receive a rejection letter from the coordinating 
authority. In most programmes the applicants are separated into two quotas; 1 and 2. IB 
Diploma holders can be assessed in both quotas.   

Quota 1 – you are assessed on your grades from the IB Diploma: In quota 1 you will 
only be assessed on the basis of the total number of points on your first awarded IB 
Diploma. You must upload your diploma to your application at www.optagelse.dk. If you 
apply the same year as you graduate, you must follow the procedure the IB coordinator at 
your school prescribes. The educational institution will then convert your number of IB 
points to the Danish 7 point grading scale, in order to compare your number of points with 
the grade point averages’ of the other applicants. The conversion scale from IB to the 
Danish scale for the coming year’s admissions process is made public on the 1 March and 
can be found at www.ufm.dk/ehb (please look up IB and look under ‘Karakterer’).  

The assessment in quota 1 is based on the principle of descending order of grade point 
averages (GPA’s). This means that the applicants with the highest GPAs’ are admitted until 
all the seats in quota 1 are taken. The last applicant’s grade point average is the minimum 
GPA for admission, and this is first known when the entire admission process is completed 
on 30 July. A programme’s GPA barrier can therefore vary from year to year depending 
upon the number of applicants, the GPAs of these applicants and the number of available 
places.  

Bonus for beginning studies early: If you apply for a further education programme 
within two years of completion of your IB Diploma, your GPA will be multiplied by a factor 
of 1.08 in quota 1. For instance: Any Upper Secondary or IB Diploma graduate of 2017 will 
get this bonus when applying in 2017, 2018 and 2019. Please consider this when 
comparing your expected or awarded GPA with the GPA barriers of last year. 

Quota 2 – if your GPA isn’t high enough for quota 1: If your converted GPA is not 
(expected to be) high enough for admission in quota 1, you can apply through quota 2 and 
be assessed on other qualifications as well. Your application will automatically be assessed 
in quota 1 simultaneously, so you only have to apply for each programme once. Each 
educational institution sets the criteria for admission through quota 2 for each programme. 
You do not need to meet all these criteria, but the more qualifications you meet, the 
greater is your chance of admission. You will find more information on the specific criteria 
and required documentation on the website of each educational institution. If you apply for 
the same programme at different institutions, please note that they might have different 
quota 2 criteria. 



 

 

 

Standby – a waiting list with consequences: When you apply for admission at a given 
programme, you are allowed to apply for a standby place as well if the institution uses this 
system. Standby is a prioritized waiting list for a limited number of applicants. If you are 
offered a standby place, the educational institution will offer you a place if they get some 
cancellations within the period from 30 July until mid-August; that is before school starts. 
Holding a standby place, you are not guaranteed a place the same year as this depends on 
the number of cancellations. However, if you are not admitted a given year, you will 
receive a pre-approved admission for the following year. By applying for a standby place, 
you do not impair your chances of being admitted directly to the programme in 
question. Please note: If you are offered a standby place at one programme, you will not 
get any other offers from any lower-prioritized programmes although you could have been 
admitted.  

Your first Diploma is the one the institutions look at: Remember that once you are 
awarded your IB Diploma this first given number of points is the number that the further 
education institutions will ask for when assessing your application in quota 1. You cannot 
improve (or lower) your grades in relation to quota 1 by passing retakes, supplementary 
courses, etc. This is important to take into consideration when deciding your subjects and 
levels in IB so that you don’t overload yourself. Choose subjects that interest you and that 
you therefore expect to do well at. 

 

Where do I find more information? 

www.ug.dk: This site will give you information on all Further Education programmes in 
Denmark. In the articles on each programme you will find brief descriptions on the content, 
structure, requirements, GPAs from last year’s admission, etc. For the Danish speaking of 
you, please click the orange button on the right of the front page called ’Få inspiration’ for 
an overview of the different search tools related to www.ug.dk.  

www.studievaelgeren.dk: At this Danish site you can get an overview of the different 
programmes you can apply to after the IB Diploma. All programmes have been divided into 
twelve different areas of interests which will give you a more focused search into your 
different possibilities. If a programme title is written in English, it is because the 
programme is taught in English. 

Make an appointment: If you have questions regarding choosing or applying to further 
education in Denmark you are always welcome to come see the Guidance Counselor from 
Studievalg at your school. You can find the link to book an appointment via the latest 
message from Marie to your class in Lectio. You are also very welcome to send an email to 
nwe@studievalg.dk for a speedy reply to specific questions.  

 

Nina Wegener 

Guidance Counselor 

Studievalg København 


